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Conference participants visited SK MUHIBBAH, the first government school to receive the Green Flag award. The school visit is one of
the locations of the education outings. — Photo credit: WWF-Malaysia / Rahana Husin

SPECIAL REPORT: The fifth edition of the International Eco-Schools Conference took place in Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC) Sepilok,

Sandakan, from Dec 13 to 17 2016 and saw participation by 100 students and 25 teachers from 27 schools across Malaysia and Thailand.

The conference aimed to inculcate a sense of environmental stewardship among students and urged them to care for the planet, and

was themed Global Citizenship - Sustainable Consumption.

The annual conference was often held in a unique and significant location within Malaysia, according to a statement issued by WWF-

Malaysia on Monday.

Tupperware This year, the participants were brought to Sabah, home of many endangered species such as Orangutan,
Sun Bear, Proboscis Monkeys, Hornbill, and many other flora and fauna.

MEMBEKSHIP
Sabah was also the first state where Malaysian public schools have been awarded the prestigious Green

Flag - an internationally coveted award for sustainability in school and the surrounding communities.

RM78.00 41 W'eT'cnrri:EGift The conference created a platform of opportunity for students to exercise leadership skills and boost their

Elotmenaciiaan  ®oisa4 g0 confidence through interactions among fellow participants.

Over the last five years, the conference has received an overwhelming support from schools, teachers, students, partners and corporate

sponsors, and has combined learning with hands on experiences.
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Participants were taught on sustainable candle-making in one of the workshops. This year the Rainforest Discovery Centre,
Sepilok hosted the Eco-Schools Conference. — Photo credit: WWF-Malaysia / Farisha Zainol

“As the global leader in Taste and Nutrition, we understand the critical role the environment plays in providing important natural

resources for our business,”"commented William Kuek, Director for Health, Safety and Environment, Kerry Asia Pacific.

“We are very proud to be a key sponsor and partake in the conservation efforts together with WWF-Malaysia.”

Sustainability remains at the forefront of Kerry's business growth and we hope that through this programme, we can make a difference

to the environment and communities we operate in, Kuek added.

Thiagarajan Nadeson, Head of Markets and Education of WWF-Malaysia during the conference closing ceremony, remarked:

“An understanding of lifecycle and sustainability should be stressed in Malaysian primary education across all disciplines.
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Pangrok Sulap, a Sabah based DIY art collective combining art and social ge through dprints hosted one of the conference workshops. -
Photo credit: WWF-Malaysia / Natasha Manan

“This year the conference aims to educate participants on the behavioural changes that impact their consumption habits for a healthier

environment.

“They form a strong network of informed and engaged agents of change for a sustainable world, and this is done through having fun and

making friends.”

WWE-Malaysia is the National Operator for the Eco-Schools Programme in Malaysia.

Thiagarajan added, “In face of global climate change and resource scarcity, consumption patterns worldwide need to change. WWF's

Living Planet Report 2016 shows the world's population has already consumed many of the planet’s resources in unsustainable ways.

“The expanding human population has led to the destruction of habitats and over-exploitation of wildlife. For instance, people are taking

far more fish out of the ocean than can be reproduced.

“Therefore, we are committed to empower young consumers with the knowledge and skills needed to take action towards the

sustainability of earth’s resources.”

“We create this conference to give opportunity for students to share their work, ideas and passion with other students of different

backgrounds.
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Students took part in the Eco music workshop by the lake side of Rainforest Discovery Centre. They were taught on making
music using recyclable items. - Photo credit: WWF-Malaysia / Natasha Manan

“We want to build a community of young people that cares for the environment,” explained Mr Mohd Fikri b Mohd Bakri, Executive

Chairman for Eijau Millennium Explorer.

The activities included educational field trips to Sepilok Orang Utan Rehabilitation Centre (SOURC), Bornean Sun Bear Conservation

Centre (BSBCC), and Labuk Bay Proboscis Monkey to educate participants on the endangered wildlife in Sabah.
Keynote speeches by field experts were presented as well as workshops to build participants’ conservation knowledge and skills.

When they are back to their schools and communities, the participants will be able to lead sustainability activities and make waves of

changes by taking action and influencing others to follow.

“Unless a seed is planted, it will never grow into a tree. Unless a good idea is implemented, it will never become a reality,” added

Bernadette D. Joeman, Manager of Rainforest Discovery Centre.

For many years, WWF-Malaysia has been an advocator to educate students and the public on sustainability and environmental

conservation.

This year, the conference was honoured to intensify the efforts alongside with Sabah Environmental Education Network, Sabah Forestry
Department, Rainforest Discovery Centre, EIJAU, and SMK Muhibbah.

If you have any comments or thoughts on this news do send us an email.
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SOME 104 students from 20 schools across Malaysia and Thailand took part
in a candle making session in one of the workshops held during the Eco-
Schools Conference organised by WWF-Malaysia. The event was held at the
Rainforest Discovery Centre in Sepilok, Sandakan, involving several work-
shops such as carving, eco-music and also field trips to the Bornean Sun
Bear Conservation Centre and the Labuk Bay Proboscis Monkey. The con-
ference was aimed at inculcating a sense of environmental stewardship
among students and was themed Global Citizenship — Sustainable Con-
sumption and this year the conference brought the students to Sabah, the
home of many endangered species such as Orang Utan, Sun Bear, Pro-
boscis Monkey, Hornbill and others. Sabah is also the first State in Malaysia
to be awarded the Green Flag — an internationally coveted award for sustain-
ability in school and the surrounding communities.
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Dept replanting
large areas of
degraded forest

Mardinah Jikur
SANDAKAN: The Sabah Forestry Depart-

ment is currently replanting large areas of

degraded forest all over Sabah.

Sabah Forest Conservator Datuk Sam
Mannan said since trees take in carbon
dioxide and release oxygen, as the years go
by, these trees would produce more oxygen
for the world. :

“At the same time, planting trees in
Sabah also will positively affect the quality
of air throughout the world,” he said.

Mannan said besides fighting climate
change, these trees are also the foundation
for life }'n the rainforest.

He wvas speaking at the closing of the 5t
lic,ljtj({n of International EcoSchool Confer-
e/nt/e atRainforest Discovery Centre (RDC).

Mannan’s speech was delivered by Head
of Forest Research Centre, Sabah Forestry
Department, Dr Lee Ying Fah.

Also present were WWEF-Malaysia’a
Board of Trustee, Branndon Keith Soh, Eco-
Schoal Malaysia-National Operator, Thia-
garajan Nadeson, Bank Rakyat Foundation
Chairman, Datuk Abdul Rahman Karim,
Deputy Head of Forest Research Centre,
Sabah Forestry Departiment, Dr Robert Ong
and others.

A total of-104 students and 32 teacher
from 2o school across Malaysia and Thai-
land joined the five-day event, which
aimed to inculcate a sense of environmen-
tal stewardship among students and urged
them to care for nature.

Meanwhile, Mannan said WWF-
Malaysia also has the same rule to protect
nature in many ways, one of which is via
the Eco-Schools Programme in Malaysia
headed by WWF-Malaysia reaching 60
countries all over the world.

The conference provided a platform for
all EcoSchools across Malaysia and abroad

to meet, share and exchange their school’s
sustainability initiatives.

It also offered eye-opening experiences
for students and teachers alike, through
talks, hands-on workshop, forums and
field visits. This year, the conference was
held in Sandakan, home of the Borneon
Orang Utan, the Borneon Sun Bear, the en-
demic Proboscis Monkey and the Borneon
Pygmy Elephant.

WWE-Malaysia also joined hands with
the Sabah Environmental Education Net-
work (Seen), an NGO called Eljau and SMK
Muhibbah Sandakan, to organise the pro-
gramme.

Mannan thanked all who have given
their support to the event and hoped the

.youths or participants will put into prac-

tise the information they received to help
save the environment,

Meanwhile, Head of Market and FEduca-
tion of WWF-Malaysia, Thiagarajan Nage-
son, said, the programme also aimed to
educate  participants on  behavioural
changes in their consumption habits that
could translte to ahealthier environment.

In other developments, he said, in the
face of global dlimate ehange and resource
scarcity, consumption patterns worldwide
need to change. .

The WWF’s Living Planet Report 2016
shows that the world’s population has al-
ready consumed many of the planet’s re-
sources in unsustainable ways.

The expanding human population has
led to the destruction of habitats and over-
exploitation of wildlife. For instance, peo-
ple are taking more fish out of the occan
than can be reproduced.

Therefore, WWF-Malaysia also commit-
ted to empower young consumers with the
knowledge and skills needed to take action
towards sustaining earth’s resources.
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SMK Muhibbah Sandakan, one of two public schools in Malaysia
awarded the prestigious Green Flag,
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SANDAKAN: The Sahah Forest ry Department is currently replanting large areas of degraded forest all over .Sabah.
Sabah Forest Conservator Datuk Sam Mannan said since trees take in carbon dioxide and release oxygen, as the years
go by, these trees would produce more oxygen for the world. "At the same time, planting trees in Sabah also will
positively affect the quality of air throughout the world," he said.
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Malaysian, Thai students participate in eco conference

By ALIZA ALAWI
alawi.aliza@gmail.com

SANDAKAN: A total of 104
students and 32 teachers from
20 schools from Malaysia and
Thailand participated in an
“Eco-Schools  International
Conference” held at the Rain-
forest Discovery Centre in
Sepilok here.

The conference which is in
its fifth edition was held on
December 13-17 to expose
students to environmental
conservation and educated
them on how to take care of
Planer Earth.

Its theme this year was
“Global Citizenship — Sus-
tainable Consumption”; the
venue was apt as it is one of
the world’s most unique and
important rainforest conser-
vation areas.

guests and students

Dr Lee (seated, second row centre) with t_)ther

Participants had the oppor-
.tunity to experience close en-
counters with endangered
species such as the orang
utans, sun bears, proboscis
monkeys and hornbills. They
also got to see for themselves
various other floras and fau-
nas. ‘

All those were provided by

the educational facilities at the
Sepilok Orang Utan Rehabil-
itation Centre, Borneon Sun
Bear Conservation Centre and
Labuk Bay Proboscis Monkey
Sanctuary.

This conference offers a
platform for participants to
brush up their leadership skills
and build up their confidence

through their interaction with
one another.

For the past five years, the
event has received full support
from schools, teachers, stu-
dents, shareholders and cor-
porate sponsors.

The closing ceremony was
officiated by Forest Research
Centre chief-cum-deputy di-

rector of Sabah Forestry De-
partment Dr Lee Ying Fah,

who  represented  Sabah
Forestry Department director
Datuk Sam Mannan.

Also present were

WWE-Malaysia board mem-
ber Brandon Keith Soh, Forest
Research Centre deputy chief
Dr Robert Ong.
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SANDAKAN

DUCATIONAL field trips to Sepi-
lok Orang Utan Rehabilitation
Centre [SOURC), Bornean Sun
Bear Conservation Centre (BS-
BCCJ, and Labuk Bay Proboscis Monkey
Sanctuary were some of the activities car-
ried out to educate participants at the fifth
edition of the International Eco-Schools
Conference.
. Held at the Rainforest Discovery
Centre (RDC) Sepilok from Dec 13 to 17
last year, the conference saw 100 stu-
dents and 25 teachers from 27 schools
across Malaysia and Thailand taking
part in it. Themed “Global Citizenship —
Sustainable Consumption”, the annual
conference aimed to inculcate a sense
of environmental stewardship among
students and urge them to care for the
planet.
“An understanding of lifecycle and
sustainability should be stressed in
Malaysian primary education across

ence aims to educate participants on
the behavioural changes that impact
their consumption habits for a healthier
environment,” said Thiagarajan Nade-
son, head of Markets and Education of
WWF-Malaysia. WWF-Malaysia is the

all disciptines. This year the confer-.

National Operator for the Eco-Schools
Programme in.Malaysia.

Nadeson said that the world’s ever-
increasing population. has used up
many of the earth’s natural resources

in ways that are irreplaceable, and this
contributes to global climate change.
To stop more of these resources being
depleted, human beings need to change
the way they use up natural resources.

WWF's Living Planet Report 2016
has shown that the expanding human
population has led to the destruction of
habitats and over-exploitation of wild-
life. For instance, people are taking far
more fish out of the ocean than can be
reproduced, added Nadeson.

“Therefore, we are committed to
empower young consumers with the
knowledge and skills needed to take ac-
tion towards the sustainability of earth’s
resources. Students form a strong net-
work of informed and engaged agents of
change for a sustainable world, and this
is done through having fun and making
friends,” he said. )

As the conference was held in Sabah,
the participants had the opportunity to
visit the home of some endangered spe-
cies of animals such as the orangutan,

Instilling environmental
stewardship

sun bear, proboscis monkeys, hornbill,
as well as many other plants.

The International Eco-Schools Con-
ference offers an opportunity for stu-
dents to exercise leadership skills and
boost their confidence through interac-
tions with fellow participants. Over the
last five years, the conference has re-
ceived an overwhelming support from
schools, teachers, students, partners

and corporate sponsors, combining
learning with hands on experiences.
WWF-Malaysia has been an advoca-
tor of sustainability and environmen-
tal conservation for many years. This
year, the conference aimed to inten-
sify this effort alongside with Sabah
Environmental Education Network;
Sabah Forestry Department, Rain-
forest Discovery Centre, EIJAU, and

SMK Muhibbah.

The Eco-Schoois Programme is
organised by Foundation for Environ-
mental Education [FEE), a partner of
United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO],
and United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP). This is the largest
sustainable schools programme in the
world, run by 60 countries.
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SUMMARIES

Educational field trips to Sepilok Orang Utan Rehabilitation Centre ISOURC), Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
IBS- BCC), and Labuk Bay Proboscis Monkey Sanctuary were some of the activities carried out to educate participants
at the fifth edition of the International Eco-Schools Conference.
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